
WAC 173-303-680  Miscellaneous units.  (1) Applicability. The re-
quirements of this section apply to owners and operators of facilities 
that treat, store, or dispose of dangerous waste in miscellaneous 
units, except as WAC 173-303-600 provides otherwise.

(2) Environmental performance standards. A miscellaneous unit 
must be located, designed, constructed, operated, maintained, and 
closed in a manner that will ensure protection of human health and the 
environment. Permits for miscellaneous units are to contain such terms 
and provisions as necessary to protect human health and the environ-
ment, including, but not limited to, as appropriate, design and oper-
ating requirements, detection and monitoring requirements, and re-
quirements for responses to releases of dangerous waste or dangerous 
constituents from the unit. Permit terms and provisions must include 
those requirements in WAC 173-303-630 through 173-303-670, 40 C.F.R. 
Subparts AA through CC, which are incorporated by reference at WAC 
173-303-690 through 173-303-692, WAC 173-303-800 through 173-303-806, 
part 63 subpart EEE (which is incorporated by reference at WAC 
173-400-075 (5)(a)), and 40 C.F.R. Part 146 that are appropriate for 
the miscellaneous units being permitted. Protection of human health 
and the environment includes, but is not limited to:

(a) Prevention of any releases that may have adverse effects on 
human health or the environment due to migration of wastes constitu-
ents in the groundwater or subsurface environment, considering:

(i) The volume and physical and chemical characteristics of the 
waste in the unit, including its potential for migration through soil, 
liners, or other containing structures;

(ii) The hydrologic and geologic characteristics of the unit and 
the surrounding area;

(iii) The existing quality of groundwater, including other sour-
ces of contamination and their cumulative impact on the groundwater;

(iv) The quantity and direction of groundwater flow;
(v) The proximity to and withdrawal rates of current and poten-

tial groundwater users;
(vi) The patterns of land use in the region;
(vii) The potential for deposition or migration of waste constit-

uents into subsurface physical structures, and into the root zone of 
food-chain crops and other vegetation;

(viii) The potential for health risks caused by human exposure to 
waste constituents; and

(ix) The potential for damage to domestic animals, wildlife, 
crops, vegetation, and physical structures caused by exposure to waste 
constituents.

(b) Prevention of any release that may have adverse effects on 
human health or the environment due to migration of waste constituents 
in surface water, or wetlands or on the soil surface considering:

(i) The volume and physical and chemical characteristics of the 
waste in the unit;

(ii) The effectiveness and reliability of containing, confining, 
and collecting systems and structures in preventing migration;

(iii) The hydrologic characteristics of the unit and the sur-
rounding area, including the topography of the land around the unit;

(iv) The patterns of precipitation in the region;
(v) The quantity, quality, and direction of groundwater flow;
(vi) The proximity of the unit to surface waters;
(vii) The current and potential uses of nearby surface waters and 

any water quality standards established for those surface waters;
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(viii) The existing quality of surface waters and surface soils, 
including other sources of contamination and their cumulative impact 
on surface waters and surface soils;

(ix) The patterns of land use in the region;
(x) The potential for health risks caused by human exposure to 

waste constituents; and
(xi) The potential for damage to domestic animals, wildlife, 

crops, vegetation, and physical structures caused by exposure to waste 
constituents.

(c) Prevention of any release that may have adverse effects on 
human health or the environment due to migration of waste constituents 
in the air, considering:

(i) The volume and physical and chemical characteristics of the 
waste in the unit, including its potential for the emission and dis-
persal of gases, aerosols and particulates;

(ii) The effectiveness and reliability of systems and structures 
to reduce or prevent emissions of dangerous constituents to the air;

(iii) The operating characteristics of the unit;
(iv) The atmospheric, meteorologic, and topographic characteris-

tics of the unit and the surrounding area;
(v) The existing quality of the air, including other sources of 

contamination and their cumulative impact on the air;
(vi) The potential for health risks caused by human exposure to 

waste constituents; and
(vii) The potential for damage to domestic animals, wildlife, 

crops, vegetation, and physical structures caused by exposure to waste 
constituents.

(3) Monitoring, analysis, inspection, response, reporting, and 
corrective action. Monitoring, testing, analytical data, inspections, 
response, and reporting procedures and frequencies must ensure compli-
ance with subsection (2) of this section, WAC 173-303-320, 
173-303-340(1), 173-303-390, and 173-303-64620 as well as meet any ad-
ditional requirements needed to protect human health and the environ-
ment as specified in the permit.

(4) Post-closure care. A miscellaneous unit that is a disposal 
unit must be maintained in a manner that complied with subsection (2) 
of this section during the post-closure care period. In addition, if a 
treatment or storage unit has contaminated soils or groundwater that 
cannot be completely removed or decontaminated during closure, then 
that unit must also meet the requirements of subsection (2) of this 
section during post-closure care. The post-closure plan under WAC 
173-303-610(8) must specify the procedures that will be used to satis-
fy this requirement.
[Statutory Authority: Chapters 70.105, 70.105D, and 15.54 RCW and RCW 
70.105.007. WSR 04-24-065 (Order 03-10), § 173-303-680, filed 
11/30/04, effective 1/1/05; WSR 00-11-040 (Order 99-01), § 
173-303-680, filed 5/10/00, effective 6/10/00. Statutory Authority: 
Chapters 70.105 and 70.105D RCW. WSR 95-22-008 (Order 94-30), § 
173-303-680, filed 10/19/95, effective 11/19/95; WSR 94-01-060 (Order 
92-33), § 173-303-680, filed 12/8/93, effective 1/8/94. Statutory Au-
thority: Chapters 70.105 and 70.105D RCW, 40 C.F.R. Part 271.3 and 
RCRA § 3006 (42 U.S.C. 3251). WSR 91-07-005 (Order 90-42), § 
173-303-680, filed 3/7/91, effective 4/7/91.]
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